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to prevent My consolation was that I retained the friendship of many wise and good men in that country; and, among the rest, some share in the regard of Lord Howe."1
Franklin and his brother Commissioners accepted the charge which Congress imposed on them; although they had no hope, and little desire, that any very tangible result would ensue. There was yet more cause for despair than they knew of. Lord Howe's powers extended no further than the offer of a pardon; and from all hope of pardon the Privy Council had expressly excepted John Adams by name. That formidable fact was unknown to Adams. He was not aware that, to the mind's eye of the British admiral, he would appear at the conference with a halter round his neck; and yet for reasons, public and not personal, he repaired to that conference most unwillingly. Adams had been entirely unconvinced by the arguments put forward by Congressmen who were in favour of the negotiation. "Some," he wrote, " think it will occasion a delay of military operations; which we much want. I am not of that mind. Some think it will clearly throw the odium of continuing this war on his Lordship and his master. I wish it may. Others think it will silence the Tories and establish the timid Whigs. I wish this also, but do not expect it. All these arguments, and twenty others as mighty, would not have convinced me of the necessity, propriety, or utility, if Congress had not determined on it. I was against it from first to last. All sides agreed in sending me. You will hear more of this embassy. It will be famous enough."2
1  Lord  Howe  to  Franklin;    on board   the   Eagle,  June  20,   1776. Franklin to Lord Howe ;  Philadelphia, July 20, 1776.    Colonel Palfrey to President Hancock ;  July 31, 1776.
It is curious to observe the names of the transports which brought the British army across the ocean ; the Felicity, the Three Sisters, the Amity's Admonition, and the Good Intent, The First Grenadiers sailed in the Friendship, and the Sixty-fourth regiment in the Father's Goodwill. It is difficult to believe that these vessels were not specially re-christened for the voyage, and that Admiral Lord Howe had nothing to do with it.
2 John Adams to James Warren ;   Philadelphia, September 8, 1776.